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%ﬁockhopper s a rounded sans

- designed to function well
« on high resolution screens.
« [ts extended character set handles
all manner of text with ease.
. It also explores the potential
. of cumulative swashes
. from single to overRill.
A single swash can be used
- to enhance a word,
or many mﬁg added
to visually push
the bounds of legibility
and expression,
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Bringing Rockhopper to life

The warmth of rough lettering, the spread of ink squash, the
effects of overpainting and distorted letters, all influenced the
shaping of Rockhopper. The blurring of a letter’s silhouette
through various processes, kickstarted the idea of adding and
layering something to change the outline. Swashes, flourishes

Ink squash
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Lines set free

Swashes and flourishes

and the expressive free lines of Art Nouveau developed into
the idea of a ‘swash cloud’ that surrounds each letter. From
this, one, two, three or more swashes can be applied. Not just
to letters, but figures and sorts as well. Visit studiotype.com to
read a fuller story behind the design of Rockhopper.

Sketch showing the swash idea

Trace drawings developing the idea

The ‘swash cloud’ surrounding the H
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Rockhopper printed specimen

Think of this specimen as a computer display in dark mode. folder are several panels featuring different aspects of the
The black is the screen and the contents are printed with light, typeface, and a fold out booklet stretching to 700mm. More
be that white light or rich colour, or even the light of a laser information is on the Publications section of our website.
used to cut the ampersand — through which liquid colour Copies of this unique specimen are free, but postage will be

pours out. In a nod to interactivity you can change the colour applied at checkout.
behind the ampersand to create different effects. Also in the

One of several colour artworks produced for the Rockhopper specimen
Alcohol inks on acrylic panel, 200mm x 800mm
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Explorer Rockhopper

Rockhopper

Smooth, extreme. chaotic

Try the fonts at typography.net Font info PDF

Discover more
Additional information can be found at both typography.net

and studiotype.com

Explorer

Browse Rockhopper’s fonts through the Explorer and click on
any of the + icons to discover which weights and features
have are shown. Explorer is best experienced through a
desktop, laptop or tablet. Additional links to the Explorer can
be found on the Rockhopper web page.

Try them out
All the fonts can be viewed and tested online.
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Rockhopper

The design of Rockhopper at studiotype.com

Tech notes

The Font Info PDF is a more technical overview of
Rockhopper. It shows the typographic ability available
through OpenType features together with several examples
of use.

Design notes
For more detail on the development of Rockhopper, read the

story at studiotype.com.
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